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EU in the World Economy: GDP, GNI per capita and growth 2004-2014 
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GDP growth in the World 2004-2014
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International Trade: Exports and GDP in the World 
1870-1913-1950-2005 and EU 1960-2005-2017

Gross domestic product at 2010 prices Exports of goods at 2010 prices
1960-91 1991-2005 2005-17 1960-91 1991-2005 2005-17

European Union 3,4 2,1 1,0
Germany 3,3 1,3 1,5 6,4 5,9 3,9
Spain 4,5 3,0 0,9 9,3 8,2 3,7
France 3,8 2,0 1,0 7,3 5,7 1,9
Italy 3,9 1,4 -0,2 7,8 4,9 2,3
Netherlands 3,4 2,7 1,3 6,6 6,4 3,7
United Kingdom 2,6 2,8 1,3 4,5 4,8 2,1
United States 3,5 3,4 1,5 6,3 5,6 3,7
Japan 6,3 1,1 0,7 6,5 5,2 2,2
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International Trade: Export of goods 1948-2015 

1948 1953 1963 1973 1983 1993 2003 2015

World 59 84 157 579 1838 3688 7380 15985

  Share
North America 28,1 24,8 19,9 17,3 16,8 17,9 15,8 14,4

United States 21,6 14,6 14,3 12,2 11,2 12,6 9,8 9,4
South and Central America 11,3 9,7 6,4 4,3 4,5 3,0 3,0 3,4
Europe 35,1 39,4 47,8 50,9 43,5 45,3 45,9 37,3

Germany 1,4 5,3 9,3 11,7 9,2 10,3 10,2 8,3
France 3,4 4,8 5,2 6,3 5,2 6,0 5,3 3,2
United Kingdom 11,3 9,0 7,8 5,1 5,0 4,9 4,1 2,9

Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)  b2,2 3,5 4,6 3,7 5,0 1,7 2,6 3,1
Africa 7,3 6,5 5,7 4,8 4,5 2,5 2,4 2,4
Middle East 2,0 2,7 3,2 4,1 6,7 3,5 4,1 5,3
Asia 14,0 13,4 12,5 14,9 19,1 26,0 26,1 34,2

China 0,9 1,2 1,3 1,0 1,2 2,5 5,9 14,2
Japan 0,4 1,5 3,5 6,4 8,0 9,8 6,4 3,9
Six East Asian traders 3,4 3,0 2,5 3,6 5,8 9,6 9,6 9,9

Australia and New Zealand 3,7 3,2 2,4 2,1 1,4 1,4 1,2 1,4

World merchandise exports by region and selected economy, 1948, 1953, 1963, 1973, 1983, 1993, 2003 and 2015
(Billion dollars and percentage)
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Leading exporter and importer countries in goods 2015

Rank Exporters Value Share 
Annual 

percentage Rank Importers Value Share 
Annual 

percentage 
1  China 2275 13,8 -3 1  United States 2308 13,8 -4
2  United States 1505 9,1 -7 2  China 1682 10,1 -14
3  Germany 1329 8,1 -11 3  Germany 1050 6,3 -13
4  Japan 625 3,8 -9 4  Japan 648 3,9 -20
5  Netherlands 567 3,4 -16 5  United Kingdom 626 3,7 -9
6  Korea, Republic of 527 3,2 -8 6  France 573 3,4 -15
7  Hong Kong, China 511 3,1 -3 7  Hong Kong, China 559 3,3 -7

 domestic exports 13 0,1 -16  retained imports 134 0,8 -11
 re-exports 498 3,0 -2  

8  France 506 3,1 -13 8  Netherlands 506 3,0 -14
9  United Kingdom 460 2,8 -9 9  Korea, Republic of 436 2,6 -17
10  Italy 459 2,8 -13 10  Canada  a 436 2,6 -9
11  Canada 408 2,5 -14 11  Italy 409 2,4 -14
12  Belgium 398 2,4 -16 12  Mexico 405 2,4 -2
13  Mexico 381 2,3 -4 13  India 392 2,3 -15
14  Singapore 351 2,1 -14 14  Belgium 375 2,2 -17

 domestic exports 174 1,1 -20  
 re-exports 177 1,1 -9  

15  Russian Federation 340 2,1 -32 15  Spain 309 1,8 -14
16  Switzerland 290 1,8 -7 16  Singapore 297 1,8 -19

  retained imports 120 0,7 -30
17  Chinese Taipei 285 1,7 -11 17  Switzerland 252 1,5 -9
18  Spain 282 1,7 -13 18  Chinese Taipei 238 1,4 -16
19  India 267 1,6 -17 19  United Arab Emirates  b 230 1,4 -8
20  United Arab Emirates  b 265 1,6 -29 20  Australia 208 1,2 -12

(Billion dollars and percentage)
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Leading merchandise traders, 2012
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Leading exporter and importer economies in goods 
2015 (excluding intra-EU28)

Rank Exporters Value Share 
Annual % 
change Rank Importers Value Share 

Annual % 
change 

1  China 2275 17,4 -3 1  United States 2308 17,3 -4
2  Extra-EU(28) exports 1985 15,2 -12 2  Extra-EU(28) imports 1914 14,4 -15
3  United States 1505 11,5 -7 3  China 1682 12,6 -14
4  Japan 625 4,8 -9 4  Japan 648 4,9 -20
5  Korea, Republic of 527 4,0 -8 5  Hong Kong, China 559 4,2 -7
6  Hong Kong, China 511 3,9 -3 6  Korea, Republic of 436 3,3 -17
7  Canada 408 3,1 -14 7  Canada  a 436 3,3 -9
8  Mexico 381 2,9 -4 8  Mexico 405 3,0 -2
9  Singapore 351 2,7 -14 9  India 392 2,9 -15
10  Russian Federation 340 2,6 -32 10  Singapore 297 2,2 -19
11  Switzerland 290 2,2 -7 11  Switzerland 252 1,9 -9
12  Chinese Taipei 285 2,2 -11 12  Chinese Taipei 238 1,8 -16
13  India 267 2,0 -17 13  United Arab Emirates  b 230 1,7 -8
14  United Arab Emirates  b 265 2,0 -29 14  Australia 208 1,6 -12
15  Thailand 214 1,6 -6 15  Turkey 207 1,6 -14
16  Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of  b202 1,5 -41 16  Thailand 203 1,5 -11
17  Malaysia 200 1,5 -15 17  Russian Federation  a 194 1,5 -37
18  Brazil 191 1,5 -15 18  Brazil 179 1,3 -25
19  Australia 188 1,4 -22 19  Malaysia 176 1,3 -16
20  Viet Nam 162 1,2 8 20  Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of  b172 1,3 -1
21  Indonesia 150 1,1 -15 21  Viet Nam 166 1,2 12
22  Turkey 144 1,1 -9 22  Indonesia 143 1,1 -20
23  Norway 105 0,8 -27 23  South Africa  b 105 0,8 -14
24  South Africa 82 0,6 -10 24  Norway 76 0,6 -15
25  Qatar 77 0,6 -39 25  Philippines  b 70 0,5 3

(Billion dollars and percentage)
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Leading exporter and importer economies in services 
2015

Rank Exporters Value Share
Annual % 
change Rank Importers Value Share

Annual % 
change

1 United States 690 14,5 0 1 United States 469 10,2 3
2 United Kingdom 345 7,3 -5 2 China 466 10,1 3
3 China 285 6,0 2 3 Germany 289 6,3 -12
4 Germany 247 5,2 -9 4 France 228 4,9 -9
5 France 240 5,0 -13 5 United Kingdom 208 4,5 -1
6 Netherlands 178 3,7 -9 6 Japan 174 3,8 -9
7 Japan 158 3,3 0 7 Netherlands 157 3,4 -9
8 India 155 3,3 0 8 Ireland 152 3,3 4
9 Singapore 139 2,9 -7 9 Singapore 143 3,1 -8
10 Ireland 128 2,7 -5 10 India 122 2,7 -4
11 Spain 117 2,5 -11 11 Korea, Republic of 112 2,4 -2
12 Belgium 109 2,3 -10 12 Belgium 106 2,3 -10
13 Switzerland 108 2,3 -7 13 Italy 99 2,2 -13
14 Hong Kong, China 104 2,2 -2 14 Canada 95 2,1 -11
15 Italy 99 2,1 -14 15 Switzerland 92 2,0 -6
16 Korea, Republic of 97 2,0 -13 16 Russian Federation 87 1,9 -27
17 Luxembourg 95 2,0 -4 17 Hong Kong, China 74 1,6 0
18 Canada 76 1,6 -10 18 Luxembourg 72 1,6 -7
19 Sweden 71 1,5 -6 19 Brazil 69 1,5 -20
20 Denmark 61 1,3 -16 20 United Arab Emirates 66 1,4 3

(Billion dollars and percentage)
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Leading exporter and importer in service by countries 
2015

Rank Exporters Value Share

Annual 
% 

change Rank Importers Value Share

Annual 
% 

change
1 Extra-EU (28) exports 915 24,9 -9 1 Extra-EU (28) imports 732 20,2 -7
2 United States 690 18,8 0 2 United States 469 12,9 3
3 China 285 7,8 2 3 China 466 12,9 3
4 Japan 158 4,3 0 4 Japan 174 4,8 -9
5 India 155 4,2 0 5 Singapore 143 3,9 -8
6 Singapore 139 3,8 -7 6 India 122 3,4 -4
7 Switzerland 108 2,9 -7 7 Korea, Republic of 112 3,1 -2
8 Hong Kong, China 104 2,8 -2 8 Canada 95 2,6 -11
9 Korea, Republic of 97 2,6 -13 9 Switzerland 92 2,5 -6
10 Canada 76 2,1 -10 10 Russian Federation 87 2,4 -27
11 Thailand 60 1,6 10 11 Hong Kong, China 74 2,0 0
12 Chinese Taipei 56 1,5 0 12 Brazil 69 1,9 -20
13 Russian Federation 51 1,4 -21 13 United Arab Emirates 66 1,8 3
14 Australia 48 1,3 -9 14 Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of 57 1,6 -10
15 Turkey 46 1,3 -10 15 Australia 54 1,5 -14
16 Norway 40 1,1 -18 16 Thailand 50 1,4 -5
17 Macao, China 40 1,1 -25 17 Chinese Taipei 47 1,3 4
18 Malaysia 35 0,9 -17 18 Norway 46 1,3 -18
19 Israel 34 0,9 -3 19 Malaysia 40 1,1 -12
20 Brazil 33 0,9 -16 20 Indonesia 30 0,8 -9

(Billion dollars and percentage)
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International Trade: Trade Intensity 2005-2014 (% of GDP)
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EU-28 Foreign Trade in goods by key partner 
2004-2014 (Billion euros)
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International Trade in services by partner 2004-2014 
(Billion euros and % share)
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International Trade in services 2015
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Current Account (surplus/deficit as % GDP) in the Euro-area 
1990-2015 
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Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) flows 1995-2011
(Billion dollars)
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Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) flows, 2018
(Billion dollars)
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FDI flows by region 2014-2016
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FDI inflows and outflows, 20 top host and home economies 
2015-2016 (Billions dollars) 
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EU FDI inflows and outflows 2010-2016
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FDI stock Top 10 investor countries 2010-2015
(Billions of Dollars)
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Summary: Europe in the Global Economy

• Declining population share, structure and ageing. 
• Global economic trends (GDP), political governance (G20) and market 

perspectives of Europe in a “shifting wealth world economy”.
• International trade in goods and services trends and critical issues: 

European countries and the EU28 (US deficit, China surplus and Russia 
dependence)

• World Current Account Imbalances 2000-2015 (US, UK chronic deficit, 
China, German, Netherlands, Japan, Asian surplus)

• Euro-Area 1990-2015 Current Account surplus and deficit (% GDP). 
“PIIGS”!

• Foreign Direct Investment… Country Specific Advantages  (CSA): US, EU-
28: UK, Netherlands, France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Ireland, Luxembourg

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Population_structure_and_ageing

